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• 8.00-8.05 Welcome, introduction and aims and objectives
• 8.05-8.10 Polls to get to know delegates
• 8.10-8-15 Warm up quiz on assessment
• 8-15- 8-40 Main difference with the current specification, assessment 

objectives
• 8-40- 8-50 New 9-1 grades
• 8-50- 9-00 Themes and topics for assessment
• 9.00- 9.10 Teaching and learning strategies
• 9.10 – 9.25 Exemplar questions
• 9.25 -9.30 Supports available
• 9.30 – 9-40 Strength of the Qualification
• 9-40 – 9-50 Resources and Support overview
• 9-50 – 10-00 Questions and answers

Session Agenda



Aims and Objectives

• Review the main features of new specification content

• Look at the topics in detail

• Explore possible teaching and delivery strategies for the new 
qualification

• Explain the new 9-1 Grading system 

• Inform the delegates of available  support system



Polls to get to know the 
delegates.



A warm up question
What are the instruments of 

Assessment?



Timeline
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Current specification (Bengali) final assessment date: 
January 2019

New specification (Bangla) first assessment date: 
May/June 2019 



Main differences between the current and 
new reformed Specification

Feature Current New

Duration 3 hours 2 hours 30 minutes
Total Mark 100 100

No of questions 4 7
Content and Mark 

allocation
Question 1: Translate 5 sentences in English into 
Bengali . 
Total mark: 15

Question 2:  Translate a passage in English into 
Bengali. 
Total mark 25

Question 3: Translate a passage in Bengali into 
English. 
Total mark 25

Question 4: Writing an essay in Bengali (students 
have to write one essay on one of four options 
given). Total Mark 35

Section A: Reading. Four questions related to four 
text extracts. Students will answer all four questions. 
Students are advised to allocate 1 hour to this 
section.
Total mark 40

Section B: Writing. There will two writing tasks.
Task 1: Write a short essay based on four short 
prompts.
Task 2: Write a longer essay based on a choice of 
three stimuli.
Students are advised to allocate 1 hour 15 minutes 
to this section.
Total mark 40

Section C: Translation. Translate one passage in 
English into Bangla. Students are advised to spend 
15 minutes on this section. 
Total mark 20



Content
Content 
The content is relevant and 
engaging. It covers five topics: 
• Home and abroad; 
• Education and employment; 
• Personal life and relationships; 
• The world around us; 
• and Social activities, fitness 
and health. 

Assessment Objectives / 
Skills Tested

The assessment focuses on 
reading, writing and grammar 
skills and is a suitable foundation 
for language speakers of Bangla 
who wish to progress to further 
study of Bangla or of other 
comparable qualifications at 
schools and colleges. 

Structure of Assessment

The paper has three sections.

Section A: Reading           40% 

Section B:  Writing            40%

Section C:  Translation       20%

Assessment is 100% external.
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Introduction to the Assessment



Assessment objectives and 
weightings
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% in 
International 

GCSE
Reading AO1 Understand and respond, in writing, to 

written language.
40

Writing AO2 Communicate in writing, using a register 

appropriate to the situation, showing 

knowledge of a range of vocabulary in 

common usage and of the grammar and 

structures prescribed in the specification, 

and using them accurately.

40

Translations AO3 Understand contemporary written texts 

in English and translate them into the 

target language.

20



Awarding

• The grading system is changing but our commitment to awarding grades that 
accurately reflect learner exam performance remains the same.

• We set new grade boundaries (minimum number of marks needed to achieve each 
grade) for each assessment of each qualification.

Benefits
• Greater differentiation across levels of attainment e.g. 2 grades where the current C 

grade is
• Rewards truly outstanding achievement with the grade 9 
• Provides more information about student attainment to help progression to A Level
• Same scale for Pearson Edexcel GCSE and International GCSE allows clear 

comparison with English standards, unlike old A* to G grading 

9-1 grading scale (1) 



9-1 grading scale (2)



• Life in the town and rural life
• Holidays, tourist information and 

directions
• Services (e.g. bank, post office)
• Customs
• Everyday life, traditions and 

communities

Themes and Topic Area 1: 
Home and abroad

12



• School life and routine
• School rules and pressures
• School trips, events and 

exchanges  
• Work, careers and volunteering    

• Future plans  

Themes and Topic Area 2: 
Education and employment
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• House and home
• Daily routines and helping at home
• Role models
• Relationships with family and 

friends
• Childhood  

Themes and Topic Area 3: 
Personal life and relationships
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• Environmental issues
• Weather and climate
• Travel and transport
• The media
• Information and communication 

technology

Themes and Topic Area 4: 
The world around us
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• Special occasions
• Hobbies, interests, sports and 

exercise
• Shopping and money matters
• Accidents, injuries, common ailments 

and health issues
• Food and drink

Themes and Topic Area 5: 
Social activities, fitness and health
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Teaching and Learning 
Strategies
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Reading

Tasks
• read and respond to material from a variety of sources

● demonstrate their ability to summarise a short text by writing the 
main points clearly

● interpret and infer explicit and implicit meaning, including
writers’ thoughts, feelings and ideas.
Throughout the qualification, students should develop the skills of 
interpretation and comprehension.

Text Types

Text types used should include a range of forms, such as high-quality fiction, 
articles, reviews, speeches, journals and reference book extracts, as well as 
literary non-fiction, such as selections from autobiography, letters, obituaries 
and travel writing. This list is not exhaustive.



মানুেষর কাপড়েচাপড় পরার কারণ যিদo িনেজেক আবহাoয়ার pিতkল pভাব েথেক 
রkা o লjা িনবারণ করা।  িকn িনেজেক সুnর o েকতা̾রs েদখাবার icা মানুেষর 
মেধয্ আরo েবিশ কাজ কের। 

pɳঃ মানুেষর েপাশাক পরার মূল uেdশয্ কী?

Example of inferential Text
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Teaching and Learning 
Strategies
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Writing

Tasks

• students are required to write a short essay, based on four short 
prompts

• students are required to write a longer essay, based on a choice 
of three stimuli.

Course Material

focus writing on a particular purpose and audience 
use a wide range of suitable vocabulary   
use accurate spelling
structure their work effectively



Teaching and Learning 
Strategies
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Translations

Tasks

Students are required to convey their understanding of one 
engaging text written in  English and translate it onto Bangla. 

Learning Materials

Build up a cache of vocabularies in Bengali for English words

Apply the conventions of grammar in order to produce and 
manipulate pertinent and accurate content.



Exemplar Question 1
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বািষর্ক পরীkা েশষ। হঠাৎ আমােদর মাথায় চাপল েকাথাo  েবড়ােত যাoয়ার। সকাল ছয়টার 
মেধয্ আমার kােসর কেয়কজন বnু িমেল বােস েবিরেয় পিড়  শিশলেজর uেdেশয্  
ময়মনিসংেহর পেথ।

uপেরর েলখািট পেড় িনেচ েদoয়া িতনিট শb েথেক uপযুk শbিট িদেয় শূনয্sানিট পূরণ কর। 

1। িশkাথʞেক 
 
2। সহপাঠীেক 

3। সহকমʞেক 

আমার কেয়কজন  …………….. িনেয় আিম েবড়ােত েবর হলাম।



What the previous 
question is 

testing?
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Exemplar Question 2
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ভিবষয্ৎ পিরকlনা সmেn িনেচর েলখাʦেলা পেড় সিঠক ঘের X  দাo।  
 
লািময়া

আিম aবসের নাচ কির কারণ আিম সুs থাকেত চাi। আিম eখন sুল ফাiনাল পরীkা েদেবা। ছত েছেলেমেয়েদর নাচ-গান 
েশখােত আিম খুবi আgহী কারণ eʦেলা আমােক েবশ আনn েদয়।

বাবলু

আিম eখন কেলেজ িবjান িবষয়ʦেলা িনেয় পড়ােলখা করিছ eবং ভিবষয্েত eকজন িচিকৎসক হেত চাi।

জয়া

আিম শরীরচচর্ া কির কারণ আিম েমাটা হেত চাi না। আিম কেলেজর পরীkায় পাশ কের পুিলশ eকােডমীেত ভিতর্  হেত চাi। 

লািময়া বাবলু জয়া
কেলেজ পড়েছ 
সুs থাকেত চায়



Planning 

Our Getting Started Guide gives you an overview of the Pearson 
Edexcel International GCSE in Bangla to help you understand the 
changes to content and assessment, and what these changes mean 
for you and your students. 

We will provide you with an editable course planner and schemes of 
work. 

Our mapping documents highlight key differences between the new 
and legacy qualifications. 

Supporting you in planning and 
implementing this qualification 
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Teaching and learning 

• Skills maps will highlight opportunities for students to 
develop skills that are assessed, as well as skills that are 
not directly assessed. 

• A range of teaching and learning resources which promote 
any time, any place learning to improve student motivation 
and encourage new ways of learning. 

Supporting you in planning and 
implementing this qualification 
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Preparing for exams 

Pearson will also provide a range of resources to help you prepare 
your students for the assessments, including: 

• specimen papers to support formative assessments and mock 
exams 

• examiner commentaries following each examination series. 

ResultsPlus

ResultsPlus provides the most detailed analysis available of your 
students’ exam performance. It can help you identify the topics and 
skills where further learning would benefit your students. Minor 
commentaries following each examination series. 

Supporting you in planning and 
implementing this qualification 
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Training events

In addition to online training, for teachers to deepen their 
understanding of qualifications, Pearson hosts a series of training 
events each year.

Get help and support

Subject advisor service will ensure that you receive help and 
guidance from Pearson. You can sign up to receive the Edexcel 
languages e-updates for qualification updates and product and

service news. You can email the subject advisor at: 
teachinglanguages@pearson.com.

Supporting you in planning and 
implementing this qualification 
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World Class Qualifications 

World Class 
Qualifications

Demanding Rigorous

Inclusive Empowering

Content and 
assessment are 

demanding, 
meaningful and meet 

needs of end users

Accessible
to all its target 

students

Design of 
assessments 
ensures 
confidence in
grades

Provides students 
with knowledge 
and skills to 
progress 
successfully

• Pearson’s World Class Qualification design principles mean all Edexcel qualifications are developed to be Rigorous, 
Demanding, Inclusive and Empowering

• Externally approved by the Expert Panel for World Class Qualifications



Transferable Skills 

• Skills frameworks adapted to support 
design of new 
Edexcel International GCSEs

• Ensure learners acquire skills needed to 
access Higher Education and fulfilling 
careers

Cognitive skills

Core skills brain uses to think, 
learn and reason – used to 
carry out any task.

Intrapersonal Skills

Emotional intelligence, ability 
to know, understand and 
manage own emotions and 
learning.

Interpersonal Skills

Life skills used every day to 
communicate and interact 
with others, individually and 
in groups.



We offer a range of free and paid for 
resources for International GCSEs. 
These have been designed to support 
teachers to improve learner outcomes

Resources



Support overview

Getting Started 
Guide & 

Scheme of 
Work

Getting Ready 
to Teach Events

Subject 
interpretation of 

transferable 
skills

Subject Advisor Results Plus
Regional 
Support 
Manager

Exemplar 
Marked 

Responses
Additional SAMsExam Wizard

Support for 
all subjects

Additional support 
for selected 
subjects



Subject advisor: 
teachinglanguages@pearson.com

For your subject specific enquiries 




